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It is with pleasure 

that I present my 

report to the 2015 

MAAA Council.

The 2014 – 2015 year has been a very busy year 

for both the Secretary and I however, I must 

admit that in taking on the position I under 

estimated the amount of time I would need 

to invest. Much of the work has generated 

out of our Strategic Planning Process and the 

remainder from ongoing day to day issues. 

As we all know, one email from a member 

or Government agency can result in two or 

three hour’s research. I started off the year 

by recording the amount of time dedicated 

to MAAA issues but this eventually went by the 

wayside partly due to my forgetfulness and 

partly due to the fact many phone calls and 

emails were received away from my recording 

point.

In the following paragraphs I will address 

issues the Executive have dealt with during the 

2014/15 financial year.

Future Direction MAAA – 
Strategy
The Future Direction Strategy was revisited 

by the Executive early in the year and priority 

issues were identified, some of these being 

the review of our management structure, an 

improved communication process, the service 

delivery to members and education programs. 

All have been addressed and progress has 

been made in most of the areas. Education 

and the encouragement of younger members 

is our biggest challenge however with the 

introduction of easier to fly models, the 

proliferation of multi rotors and FPV challenges 

we have an opportunity to move forward. We 

must embrace these new innovations and 

welcome them into our fold to ensure the 

safety of all.

Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA)
A number of face to face meetings with CASA 

were conducted in Canberra and Brisbane. 

These meeting related to model aircraft 

operations and proposed regulation and 

administrative changes.

Part 101
A successful meeting was held in Canberra 

in respect to the rewrite of Part 101, the 

regulations governing the flying of model 

aircraft. This meeting was initiated by CASA 

who are aware many of the regulations do 

not suit current model aircraft activities. The 

MAAA and CASA recognise regulations must 

be changed to ensure future aeromodelling 

activities are embraced and are safe for all.

From the outset, the MAAA position was and 

still is any changes should not further restrict 

club/members’ activities. The MAAA stressed 

and CASA recognised members flying under 

the MAAA banner at Club fields do so in a 

controlled documented safe environment and 

these activities should not be restricted any 

more than is necessary within those confines.

We also approached the meeting with the 

view that as the MAAA is the Recognised 

Aviation Administrative Organisation (RAAO) for 

model aircraft, we should be allowed to self-

administer as much as we are legally entitled 

to do. Several activities now performed by CASA 

can quite safely be performed by the MAAA 

which in turn will provide more timely advice 

to members; this point was stressed to the 

CASA review members who agreed with our 

position.

It is also recognised the purchase and flying 

of model aircraft is becoming far easier and 

cheaper; many who are not members of the 

MAAA are taking up the hobby. These models 

are not being flown under the same conditions 

as those at MAAA clubs and regulations may 

have to be changed to ensure the safety and 

rights of the general public. The MAAA put 

forward a number of proposals which will 

be considered by CASA when framing future 

regulations.

I believe this meeting was a success and if all 

that was discussed is considered and taken on 

board we can continue our activities without 

unnecessary and knee jerk changes to our 

current operations.

ASAC (Air Sport Australia 
Confederation)
Several meetings were held by the ASAC 

Committee throughout the year. Initially I 

held reservations as to our association with 

ASAC however I am convinced now that the 

MAAA should remain a member and be the 

sole representative for aeromodelling air 

sports on this committee. ASAC recently 

changed its name from Australian Sports 

Aviation Confederation to Air Sport Australia 

Confederation. The name change reflects 

more closely ASAC activities.

Through our association with ASAC I was able 

to attend Canberra and speak to the adviser 

to the Minister for Aviation, Hon. Warren Truss. 

During this meeting, I had the opportunity 

to provide information in respect to the 

MAAA, what we stand for, our relationship 

with CASA and other current issues affecting 

aeromodelling. This meeting was very 

productive and beneficial to both the Minister 

and the MAAA.

president’s report
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Through our membership with ASAC, 

aeromodelling has finally been recognised 

as a sport. Membership of the MAAA and 

ASAC is a condition of this recognition. By 

achieving this goal, MAAA member clubs are 

now able to apply for government assistance 

through sporting loans. One club has already 

obtained a sporting grant from their local 

Council. This club had applied previously 

for the grant but had been refused on the 

grounds aeromodelling was not a recognised 

sport.

I congratulate both Past President Mike 

Close and Secretary Kevin Dodd on this 

achievement.

Membership System 
implementation
The computerized membership system was 

introduced at the beginning of the 2014 – 

2015 financial year and I am pleased to say 

was done so with very few problems. Most 

organisations, clubs and ordinary members 

embraced the system. Most found it to 

be a user friendly, time saving system. All 

queries were efficiently handled by both the 

Secretary and Roger Carrig.

Club Grants
The inaugural round of the Club Assistance 

Scheme commenced in early 2014, a total of 

17 clubs applied for financial assistance. As 

this was the first allocation, the Executive 

agreed to try to satisfy all applications. In all 

a total of $80,000 was distributed throughout 

Australia.

This money was gratefully received and 

many clubs took the time to thank the MAAA 

for the assistance; items such as lawn 

mowers, shade facilities, security storage 

and club amenities were purchased. All 

these acquisitions make attending the club 

facilities more enjoyable.

68th Nationals - Queensland
During April this year (2015) I attend the 68th 

Nationals held in and around Brisbane.

Firstly I must congratulate all of those involved 

in organising the event. The professional 

manner in which the organisers went about 

their business was the key to success. All 

fields were immaculately presented and 

all events conducted without any major 

issues. The input from Sustainable Marketing 

helped to raise the awareness to the general 

public. Publicity included newspaper articles, 

television and radio interviews.

During the week I visited the Tingalpa, LARCS, 

Sunshine Coast and Gratton fields. I was 

impressed by the enthusiasm, hospitality 

and friendship offered. The friendly manner 

in which this 68th Nationals was conducted 

is what the Nationals are all about.

Marketing
The engagement of the marketing firm 

“Sustainable Marketing” has been a big step 

forward. Our communications process with 

the general membership has been greatly 

enhanced and I feel sure the public profile of 

the MAAA has been increased. Over the past 

year we have seen the implementation of:

• A new website far surpassing what it 

replaced.

• The advancement into social media with 

the introduction of the MAAA Facebook.

• The professional production of 4 issues 

of our online magazine “Wingspan”.

•  The purchase of and distribution 

of MAAA Chuck Gliders. 10,000 were 

originally purchased in excess of 3,000 

have already been distributed to clubs 

for promotional purposes.

• The purchase of MAAA promotional pens. 

These were recently purchased for the 

68th nationals but are also to be used 

for other promotional activities.

• The promotion of the 68th Nationals to 

the general public.

Our Secretary Kevin Dodd has worked very 

closely with Sustainable Marketing personnel 

and has achieved a great deal. Kevin has 

learnt much in relation to marketing and I 

understand Sustainable Marketing has learnt 

much in relation to aeromodelling.

Sandown
As a consequence of discussions with Mr. 

Stephen Green (RCM) and the MAAA Executive, 

the Executive agreed to conduct a public 

aeromodelling event at the Sandown Race 

president’s 
report
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Course, Victoria in January 2015. This event 

was centred around large scale racing but 

with an added perspective of demonstrating 

all aspects of aeromodelling. The concept 

also included the promotion of other radio 

controlled activities.

Although not as financially successful as 

first thought, from a marketing perspective 

it was a success; what price do you put on 

publicizing the MAAA to over 3000 people and 

having it aired national television.

Working Parties
Several working parties were established 

throughout the year and this process proved 

to be more efficient and productive than the 

previous process of sub committees. Results 

were obtained in a timely manner and the 

Executive were able to implement processes 

effectively.



Several questions were received from 

members relating to radio transmitter, 

receivers and installation processes. Each 

question was referred to the assigned 

working party who were able provide 

immediate answers.

 An issue arose early relating to the 

compliance with CASR 101 by Free Flight 

members. A working party was established 

and meetings arranged in Brisbane with 

CASA. This meeting proved fruitful as 

members of the working group were able to 

explain and demonstrate practical free flight 

operations. An acceptable compromise was 

developed between CASA and the Free Flight 

representatives. This compromise is now in 

the process of being implemented.

A Helicopter working group was established 

to receive feedback relating to F3N rules for a 

possible rule change in 2017.

 A working group is to be established in 

respect to an issue raised by CASA in respect 

to FPV racing and the involvement of MAAA 

Clubs.

Incident Investigations
Two investigations were carried out by the 

Executive in respect to alleged breaches of 

CASR 101 and MAAA MOPs. The results of both 

are currently being assessed by CASA.

Challenges for 2015 – 2016
The new financial year commences in July 

and with it will come new challenges. I 

believe some of the major issues we will 

need to address are:

• A National Jamboree.

• The future and format of the Nationals.

• MAAA National Aeromodelling Day.

• The formulation and implementation of 

Education Strategies.

• Business Planning and Risk Assessments 

strategies.

• Further deliberations relating to CASR 101.

On behalf of the MAAA Council I thank 

the Secretary for his dedicated efforts 

throughout the year. Although the position 

is a salaried position, I know the untold 

amount of hours Kevin puts in to keep the 

organisation running efficiently. I believe 

the MAAA and members receive much more 

than we actually pay him to do. Kevin and the 

Executive have a sound working relationship 

which will continue into the future.

I thank all Council members and members 

of the Executive for their support over the 

past twelve months and hope that we can 

continue to work together to make this 

organisation greater than what it is today.

J. Neil Tank

President
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Introduction
Led by the MAAA President, the Executive has successfully dealt 

with issues presented during the year in a totally professional, 

considered and impartial manner. In certain areas, what took 

enormous amounts of time to deal with in previous years; this year 

has been relatively quiet. When State Associations are proactive in 

communicating with their clubs and members and seek to achieve 

prompt solutions when situations arise, the Secretary’s time is freed 

up for MAAA work.

Management
Several changes have been made again this year to streamlining 

operations at the MAAA Secretary’s Office. You will have noticed that 

the MAAA Executive minutes were reorganised, moving the financial 

reports into annexes at the end of the minutes. The large lists of 

inwards and outwards correspondence have been removed, due to 

the fact that nearly 100% of correspondence is email, and is already 

stored/noted, inward and outward electronically.

Communication
The day-to-day management of the Association has been conducted 

largely by email, Skype, text and telephone. Minutes from the 

monthly MAAA Executive meetings are distributed electronically as 

are Conference Agendas and Minutes. DropBox is used to store large 

electronic files.

Currently, the monthly Executive meetings are conducted through 

HotAir Conferencing which gives the Executive full control over the 

meeting with regard to recordings and timing. This also allows easy 

and fast access arrangements to other teleconference meetings 

which arise. Field Purchase, Insurance meetings, CASA, Sandown 

event and Club training on the new membership system, have all 

been facilitated through teleconferencing.

Activities
The new style of Life Member and Hall of Fame plaque, which are 

smaller in size but much more stylishly presented were produced and 

distributed in a timely manner to all recipients.

During the year, 10,000 ready to fly ‘chuck gliders’ were purchased for 

distribution to clubs requiring them for promotional purposes. Clubs 

can either sell the gliders as a way of raising club funds or they can 

give them away for promotion. To date, the gliders have proved to be 

popular, with over 3000 being distributed all around Australia.

MAAA became involved with aiding the organisation of the 2015 

Sandown Racing event in December 2014. Given the short time 

available, and with the assistance of Sustainable Marketing, a very 

well run, family attractive day resulted. The MAAA stand was only one 

of the numerous display stands which were on show to the public on 

the day. Television coverage of the event was shown nationally and 

certainly promoted the sport to a wide audience.

During 2014 the MAAA President and Secretary attended a meeting 

with CASA in Canberra to review the CASR part 101 Regulations 

for model aircraft. MAAA were able to put numerous ideas and 

suggestions forward which were taken on board; and we will continue 

to be involved with the re-write of the regulations.

While in Canberra for the CASA meeting, the opportunity to meet with 

members from various clubs around Canberra was made available. 

Following a dinner, the MAAA President and Secretary fielded a host of 

general questions from the members and where possible, provided 

answers, or took the questions on notice to get back with the reply. 

The members showed their appreciation at the end of the night.

The MAAA Executive was invited to attend the opening of the VMAA 

Bairnsdale State field. Four members were able to attend the two 

day event, and meet the club members who have developed the site. 

From what was general farming land a year ago, the mostly retired 

members have created an impressive facility. A lot of work has 

obviously gone into the site and the members and their wives are to 

be congratulated for their fine effort. It is a facility that will be enjoyed 

for many years to come.

Marketing and the 
MAAA Web Site
Resulting from the Strategic Plan, Sustainable Marketing was 

engaged to assist MAAA move forward with Public Relations and 

Marketing. This has continued into the second of the three years of 

contractual agreement. The first year saw the development of a new 

MAAA website with many features to assist clubs and members.

The introduction of ‘Wingspan’ and the subsequent editions is 

extremely popular both with members and the general public. The 

third edition of Wingspan received 145,000 hits, causing a temporary 

failure of the website due to not enough bandwidth. This has now 

been rectified by purchasing additional bandwidth and sharing a 

server with another company.

While the marketing plan for the first year was based around the 

internal workings of MAAA, Associations, Clubs and members, the 

second phase will see MAAA being promoted outside to the public. 

This was done with Sandown in January and the 68th Nationals held 

secretary’s 
report



in South East Queensland. Both these events received various types of 

media coverage, to the extent we have not experienced before. Since 

gaining Sports Recognition, a lot of new doors have opened, allowing 

MAAA, through marketing, to reach and display our sport to the public.

2016 Sandown is already on the drawing board for the 30-31 January and 

then we have the Control Line World Championships in Perth from the 

9-13 May. Both these events will see a heavy input from marketing as will 

other events during the year.

A full marketing report will be delivered by the MAAA Secretary during the 

Conference.

Insurance
The current broker, V Insurance Group, has given good service during 

the year and has responded promptly to questions and requests for 

information from the Secretary. As part of their service, the Summary 

of Insurance Cover 2014/15 brochure was produced, and this along 

with the Certificate of Currency, Letter of Confirmation and other MAAA 

Insurance Policies, was made available on the MAAA web site. The Letter 

of Confirmation is amended regularly during the year.

Details of all Insurance renewal covers for 2015/16 will be provided when 

received. (Insurance policy period is from 31 May 2014 to 31 May 2015)  

Full details and summary of Incidents reported during the year and 

corrective outcomes can be viewed in the monthly MAAA Executive 

Meeting Minutes.

Air Sports Australia Confederation (ASAC) – 
FAI Australian NAC
The FAI Database for participating members is now active, (see 2015 CIAM 

Report) and members competing in international 

competition must ensure their details are recorded on the data 

base. This is achieved by completing the FAI Database Form sent to all 

competitors, and returning the form to the Federal Secretary.

The details are entered on a draft database and forwarded to ASAC for 

uploading and approval on the FAI website.

This year ASAC was successful in gaining Sports Recognition for the 

Airsports Organisations which are members of ASAC. MAAA were pleased 

with this outcome to say the least, as it bought to a close a goal which 

has taken six years to achieve.

Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA)
MAAA continues to maintain a good working relationship with the 

representatives in the Self-Administering Sport Aviation Organisations 

Section, as well as the CASA Management. Several meeting have been 

held during the year either in Canberra, Sydney or Brisbane to assist and 

clarify situations.

• Review of CASA Regulation Part 101

• Review of CASA Regulations (draft) Part 149

• CASA Safety Forum

• Free Flight Operations in Australia

World & Continental Championships
During 2014 Australia was represented in the following World 

Championships:

•  F1D Indoor Free Flight (Romania)

•  F2A,B,C & D Control Line (Poland)

•  F3J Gliding (Slovakia)

•  F4C Scale (France)

•  F5B & D Electric Gliding and Pylon Racing (Austria)

•  F1A,B & C Free Flight Asia Oceanic (Mongolia)

•  F3A Aerobatics (Thailand)

The highlight of these events was the success of the Australian F4C team, 

placing second, with David Law earning third outright place in the event.

F5D Pylon Racing saw Beau Murphy placed third and Tyler Mees fourth 

and the team placing second.

F1 Free Flight AOC Phil Mitchel placed second in the F1A event.

IMAC 2014 World Championships, Muncie USA, Aaron Garle placed fourth 

in Unlimited and the team placing third.

Congratulations to everyone who competed.

Nationals
A very successful 68th Nationals were run by MAAQ in South east 

Queensland. MAAA was not only the major sponsor but was able to 

provide assistance with a temporary fix to the Logan Control Line hard 

circle and support the goodies bag by way of chuck gliders and MAAA 

pens. Depending on future developments in the vicinity of the hard 

circle, an agreement was reached between the owners of the hard circle 

and MAAA, so that MAAA members can continue to use this facility on a 

monthly basis until it is not available.

Both the MAAA President and I visited the various disciplines being 

flown at the various sites. Despite the heavy rain experienced in the 

region a week prior to the event, it was pleasing to see that each club 

which hosted an event was able to overcome the wet conditions. It was 

extremely pleasing to watch the keen competiveness taking place, even 

if it was slightly damp underfoot.

Conclusion
In conclusion, I would like to thank the MAAA members, State 

Associations, State Secretaries and the members of the MAAA Executive 

for their cooperation and valued assistance during the year.

Kevin Dodd

MAAA Secretary
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Summary of Incidents and Accidents Reported in the Period 
to March 30 2015

Total No. 2014/15 Type of Model Damage or Injury

1 Electric Multicopter Personal Injury

6 I/C Fixed Wing Personal Injury

3 Electric Fixed Wing Personal Injury

2 I/C Fixed Wing Vehicle Damage

2 Electric Fixed Wing Vehicle Damage

1 Glider Vehicle Damage

2 Nil - Injured at facility Personal Injury

Total 17
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treasurer’s 
report

This is my fourth Report submitted to the MAAA Council and this year 

there have been significant changes.

This has been the second year we have invested in a Marketing 

program to assist us to expand the sport and to continue to improve 

our relationship with the Members.

The interest on the investments is down against the expected 

amounts due to the downward pressure on interest rates and the 

reduction in our cash held. There is no reason to be alarmed as the 

expenditure is very carefully controlled and our major expenses are 

seen as an investment into the future.

During the year we held a major promotion at the Sandown 

Racecourse in Melbourne. The event was a success with regards to 

our aim of promotion but did cost us as an association.

The Budgeted Fees should come in slightly under budget. The 

expenses will be over budget because of the inclusion of Sandown 

and Club Assistance totalling $105,000. Deducting these expenses 

and the total will come in under Budget. A variation from the budget 

occurred as a result of expenses associated with Sandown.  These 

items were not originally envisaged when preparing the budget.

We have active loans with Tingalpa Model Aero Club; Suncoast 

Aeromodellers; Kalamunda Aeronautical Model Society; Twin Cities 

Model Aero Club; Aeromodellers and Aviators; Southern Soaring 

League, Bainsdale and District; and Victorian Model Aeronautical 

Association and they all continue to be serviced satisfactorily. The 

balance of all loans is currently $331,109.

The following is a projected surplus for the 2014/2015 financial year.

INCOME $625,278

EXPENDITURE $611,774

Surplus $13,504

The above income amount does not include interest on loans to 

various State Associations, or the Field and Insurance Levy Accounts. 

These amounts are applied directly to the relevant special purpose 

account and are not treated as General Income.

Again, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Members of the 

Council and State Treasurers for their assistance.

Brian Dowie

Treasurer
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Model aeronautical 
association of Australia inc. 
financial statements & reports for the year ended June 30th, 2015
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